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Can we find common ground?

QUOTES Group/Organization

ñMost neglect and abuse cases can be resolved through owner educationéEducational programs using 

existing resources...should be developed and accessible to all facets of society.ò
USDA

ñToo many owners are unaware of, or do not give enough thought to, the available options, services and 

assistance available in the industry to help them ensure that their horse has caring and humane support 

throughout its life.ò
AHC

ñThe horse, which was once a staple of American agriculture and general transportation, has become 

less of a beast of burden and is now viewed by many in the public to be a companion animal, much the 

same as a dog or cat.ò

AAEP
ñBy educating existing and potential owners, breeders, sellers and horse organizations about the long-

term responsibilities of owning and caring for horses, and focusing on opportunities available for these 

horses, such as retirement, retraining, new careers or uses, donation and euthanasia, [we hope] to help 

horses before they become unwanted.ò 
UHC

ñ[We believe] that the adoption or purchase of a companion animal should be undertaken by individuals 

who are fully committed to responsible and compassionate lifetime care for the animal.òASPCA

ñHelping horse rescues operate more effectively and providing information and resources to help horse 

owners make humane decisions for their horses at all stages of their life are two key components of 

[our] equine protection work.ò HSUS

American Horse Council (AHC)

Unwanted Horse Coalition (UHC)

US Department of Agriculture (USDA)

Humane Society of the United States (HSUS)

American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP)

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
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The bottom line.....
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$39 Billion 
Annually*

*AHC



Finding Common Ground

Seek the intersection of common 

interests 

Joining forces to find innovative 

solutions

Collect data to confirm or deny 

anecdotal picture of the problem

Finding new resolutions

Rescue

IndustryAcademia


