
GFAS and Equine



What is GFAS

The Accreditation Process

Benefits 

Who is Accredited

Becoming Part of GFAS



¾Founded in late 2007 

¾Helping Sanctuaries Help Animals

¾Accreditation



¾òTo certify as meeting a prescribed 
standardó
¾GFAS has added goal setting and 
resources to the process
¾A partnership: self-assessment followed 
by outside confirmation 



¾Credibility for sanctuaries and the 
sanctuary/rescue profession rises

¾The readiness for outside confirmation signals 
increasing confidence and professionalism

¾It is a process for uniting to facilitate 
continuous improvement



¾Based on existing standards worldwide

¾Peer input and review

¾Solicit ongoing input

¾Revised as needed



¾Experts such as Martha Benson

¾Equine: Much input from 

Homes for Horses Coalition

¾A living document



¾Contact GFAS to see which track is best

GFAS 

Verification 

as a Rescue/

Sanctuary 

GFAS 

Accreditation 





Second step is to fill out an 

application to verify you meet 7 

criteria

1. Humane and responsible care of the 

equines (confirmed by a site visit)



2. Nonprofit status 

3. Licenses and permits

4. Commercial trade prohibition-

Purchase to avoid slaughter allowed

5. No or limited contact with public

(Exceptions for domesticated animals 

and adoption programs as appropriate)



6. Animal-centric research only 

7. No propagation 



22 questions, no attachments




